H4   MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS

of Treason has had the impudence to foist upon
them as a teacher."

And when Monsieur Bergeret had finished
reading, Jumage said eagerly :

"Don't read it, it's not worth it It's so
trivial."

"Trivial, I admit," replied Monsieur Bergeret.
"Yet you must not deprive me of this token,
obscure and insufficient, but at the same time
truthful and creditable, of what I did during a
difficult period, I didn't do a great deal; but I
ran some risks. Stapfer, the Dean, was suspended
for having spoken of justice during a funeral oration,
in the days when Monsieur Bourgeois was Grand
Master of the University. And we have known
worse times than those for which Monsieur
Bourgeois was responsible. If it hadn't been for the
generous firmness of my chiefs I should have been
turned out of the University by an unwise Minister.
I didn't think about it then, but I can think of it
now, and claim the reward of my actions. Now
tell me what more worthy, what nobler, what more
finely austere reward could I attain than the insults
of the enemies of justice ? I could wish that the
writer who, despite himself, has given me this
testimonial, had expressed his thought in a more
memorable fashion. But that would be asking too
much."